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A Place In TI:e Pantheon

Humble Fairchild enshrined i in Missouri Sports Hall of Fame

Retired CHS football
coach among dozen
state greats honored

at Springfield Sunday :

By PAUL STURM
C-T Sports Editor

SPRINGFIELD — Coach of
five state-champion Chillicothe
High School football teams, two
state runners-up, 10 other play-
off teams, and 19 conference
champions in 85 years. Leader
of three pigskin programs
which won a combined 307
games in 88 seasons, second-
most wins by any Missouri
coach ever. Missouri high school
football coach of the year five

- times. National Coaches Associ-
ation regional coach of _ e
the year and national "‘
coach of the year v
runner-up in 1993,

the Missouri High
School Football SUg
Hall of Fame in 1992. De-
veloper of 61 All-State players,
including several who later
played professionally. Positive
character shaper of thousands
young men who played for him.

Inductee of the Missouri
Sports Hall of Fame — Feb. 17,
2002,

Perhaps it’s. time for a name
change. Call the Chillicothe na-
tive all the above honors. de-.
scribe Bob Great-child. '

In {[ﬂavthrlllmg ‘moment:

- whichyputs -an- unforgettable- -
cap’ om! the  accomplishment- -

" studded career which concluded

in.June 1998, Bob Fairchild be-

" came Chillicothe’s first direct

enshrinée in the Springfield-

- based Miesouri Sports Hall of

Fame in stirring ceremonies at
Holiday - Inn-University

Plaza Sunday evening.
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-time National Football League

it

plete surprise,” even
though he knew the
Missouri High
School Football
Coaches Association has
nominated some people to the
all-sports state hall over the
years, Fairchild’s voice betrayed
an emotional peak when he
gave his brief acceptance
speech Sunday night.

His voiece quivering a bit as
he fought to control his emo-
tions, he told the crowd a story
related to him by Carroliton na-
tive Bruce Finlayson, a long-

offictaliseveral décades hrbky

“Brucé told about how He was
working a Green Bay game one
day and (legendary Packers
coach) Vince Lombardi called
him over after Bruce had made
a call against the Packers,”
Fairchiid recalled.

“Finlayson,’” Bruce said Lom-
bardi told him, ‘you'’re the seec-
ond-best official in this league.’
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' . Bob Falrchild (standlng at lefl) visits wlth a well-wisher during an

early-afternoon reception at the Missouri Sports Hall of Fame at

. ‘the southeast edge of Springfleld, while son Dave (back to cam-

era) chats with Chillicotheans Joan and Fred Stephens.

A 'crowd of nearly 1,700 peo-

- ple, including about two dozen
Fairchild family members or
Chillicothe well-wishers, was in
attendance to honor a dozen in-

~‘dividual gports notakles, two
‘teams, the hall’s founder, and
national

collegiate

-.-Hall of Fame enshrinees re- .

ceive a large, inscribed plaque
‘they keep.

. Fairchild’s induction pro-
‘duced a more-emotional re-
‘sponse than the normally stoic
gridiron coaching legend, who

" took over a monbund Chilli-

cothe program in 1963 and left

it after the 1997 season as one

" of the state's premier footba]l

operations, expected, he told

the C-T late Sunday afterncon

as he awaited the actual en-
shrinement ceremonies. .

" “At the beginning, it wasn't a

 particularly emotional thing for

me,” he said of his reaction

“ three months earlier to potifica-

’I‘hen, just as Bruce was start-
ing to feel pretty good, he said
Lombardi added, ‘All the others
are tied for first. ;

“That’s the way I feel up here
tonight,” Fairchild continued,
referring to his place on the
dédis with the other Missouri
sports greats being inducted.
*I'm the gecond-most-deserving
cne up here. Everyone else is

. tied for first.”

tion of his selection by the.

_ HalVs 60-member-plus board of

'direatora YBut after I got here

you 'in such a first-clags way, I
became & little more excited
;about it :

Qallms his gelection “a com-

" (Saturday), the way they treat -

Later expressing his
thanks to the football coaches’
association for nominating him
and his family for its support
throughout his career, the re-
tlred CHS coach said the victo-
ries, championships, records
and individual honors are won-
derful and memorable.

‘His greatest satisfaction,
however, has nothing to do with
his or his teams’ on-field ex-
ploits and accomplishments.
~ *Along the way” Fairchild
told the hall of fame ceremony
audience, “I hope I've made a-
difference in the lives of some of
the players I coached. My great-
est reward is a ‘hi, coach’ when I
mest one of my former players.”

In his informal visit with
the C-T before Sunday'’s dinner
and induction ceremony, Fair-

Retired Chillicothe Hornets football coaching legend Bob Fairchild accepts his Missouri
Sports Hall of Fame plaque from Jerry Andrews, president and executive director of the
hall, during Sunday night’s 2002 enshrinement ceremonies at Springfleld.

child had noted the same thing,
“There are two things you al-
ways are hoping for as a coach,”
he reflected. “You like to win
the games — that’s why you go
out there — but the other thing
is having a positive relationship
with the players you coached.
The number of people you aft
fected in a good way is what
makes you feel the best,”
Although he was on cloud
nine, noting how good it was to
have an opportunity to see a lot
of his old coaching associates he
hadn’t seen for a few years,

- Fairchild also acknowled ed -
tHers Whs ’ohé"da&p"ér 0n h1§ L “f&f'mer‘ ‘plal :ye’ré’“Wili‘éfi* B‘tﬁc F i
0r DaTv\'éT’HR

Joy"‘(iﬂ(‘f hriltat =AW~ N

“Without questlon " he quick- "
ly replied when asked whether
his induction would have been
even more satisfying had his
late brothers Kenneth and
Richard been able to share it
with him.

Fairchild lost both his broth-
ers, younger brother Rich hav~
ing been an extremely success-
ful basketball coach-at CHS
much of the time Bob coached
the football team, to cancer
‘within about a year in 1997 and
early 1998,

The emotional double-lm-
pact of those losses prompted
the CHS football legend to lose
his desire for coaching and an-
nounce his retirement in June
1998, He had passed the 300-
win mark for his career the pre-
vious fall, just before brother
Rich’s cancer was diagnosed,
and at the time there seemed no
reason to go on coaching, he
told the C-T Sunday.

. Now that four years have
passed, were there any regrets
about that decision, he was
asked. The answer was
surprising,

“Yes,” he responded. “If I had

"it to do over, I'd ask for a year's

sabbatical. I was going through’
a tough emotional time (with
his brothers’ deaths) then, but
after a year I wished I was still
coaching.

“I really do migs those Friday
Night lights,” he said, referring
to the euphemism once used as
the title for a book about Texas
high school football,

Fairchild added that his wish
that he was still coaching the
Hornets is no reflection of dis-
satisfaction with the way suc-
cessor Phil Willard has coached,
Willard is an wunabashed
Fairchild coaching disciple,
having played and starréd for
his late 1960s teams,

“Absolutely not,” he declared.

“Phil has done a great job.”

As best as C-T observations
and inquiries Sunday night
could determine, those from
Chillicothe or with local ties
who attended the enshrinement
ceremony or other Hall of Fame
activities Sunday in Springfield
included: -

Family —~ Wife Karen; sons

David of Hamilten and Perry of The Indlvidual 2002 lnguclen into the Mlnqurl $portl lel of Famo are Joined b
and 2002 Missourl Sports Legend honoree John Q: Hammens (front, center) of
president and executive director Jerry Andrews (back, left) for an officlal
left they pre: Front.~ Bernie Federko, Jerry Clinton, Jackie Stiles, Hammons, D
Splittorft, Bob Forsch; Back = Andrews, Johnny Cepeland, Dick alrmlngham. Boh
rop. Chlllicothe’s Bob Falrchlld, and Lou Theu. :

Kansas City; daughter Jacinda
{Cindy), daughter Shandolyn

" and her husband, Kyle Roberts,

and daughter Courtney and her
husband, Rick Harris, all of Ok-
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lahoma City; sister Phyllis Lutz
of suburban Chicago; sister:
Ellen and her husband, Jerry
Berlin, of Sweet Springs, Tex.;
nephew Tony Fairchild and his
wife, Paula, of Meadville; and
cousins Dale Fairchild of
Springfield and Steve Fairchild
of Mount Vernon, Mo.

Friends — C.P. Hutchinson;
David Macoubrie, Jerry and
Geraldine Goede, Fred and
Joan Stephens, Chuck Haney,
Eva Danner (widow of long-

time Fairchjld assistant coach

Daryl Danner), Charles Meek,
Ron O'Dell, Jim Graham, and

“Stephiens, T o‘h
Graves, Drew Danner, Hamil-
ton Trinidad, and Levi Yardley.
Davis was accompamed by his
wife and Danner by his ﬁanceé
Krista Kloepp.

Besides Fairchild, the 11
other 2002 inductees were: fel-
low high school coaches Dick
Birmingham {Springfield Hill-
crest bageball) and Bud Lath-
rop (Raytown South basket-
ball}; former major league
pltchmg standouts Bob Forgch
of the St. Louis Cardinals'and

Paul Splittorff of the Kansas .

City Royals; former Kansas
City Chiefs safety Deron Cher-

ry; former St. Louis Blues cen-
ter Bernie Federko; ex-South-

west Missouri’ State' women’s
basketball record-setter Jackie
Stiles; former pro wrestler Lou

Thesz; -former boxer Johnny -

Copeland of Joplin; St. Louis
businessman Jerry Clinton; for-
mer St. Louis soccer player Bob
Kehoe, whao played and coached
on the U.S. national team. .

Two teams were inducted —
the 1968 William Jewell College
NAIA baseball national champi-
ons and the 1978-79 Drury
NAIA basketball national
champs.

Springfield developer and
sports supporter John Q. Ham-
mong, already in the ‘Hall of
Fame, was named the eighth
“Missouri Sports Legend.” A

bronze bust of Hammons was |

unveiled, and soon will jein
those of the likes of Stan Mu-
sial, Len Dawson, Norm Stew-

“art, Jack Buck and others on
Legends Walkway at the Hall of -

Fame.

" Rogerg'

Odessa gains shot

at Chil
mSAc

EXCELSIOR SPRINGS —

The top-seeded Chillicothe Hor-

nets will take on the fifth-seed-
ed Odessa Bulldogs Thursday
evening in the semifinals of the
Class 3A Distriet 15 tourna-
.ment, thanks to a 64-57 Odessa
victory over Richmond last
('Ihesday) night. .

Joining the Hornets, who had
an opening-round bye, and the
Bitlldogs in tomorrow’s semifi-
nals are second-seeded Grain
Valley and third-seeded Kear-

-ney. Grain Valley's Eagles (21-5)

took command early and beat
Osgk Grove 61-40 last night after
Kearney (15-12) had disposed of
Excelsior Springs 66-48.
Chillicothe has not played
Odessa (15-11) this season, but
did have a ‘fairly-convincing vie-
tory over Richmond about a
month ago. Odessa had beaten
Richmond in dvertime about 10

days earlier.

(B) Odessa 64, Richmond 57

Early on, it looked the Bull-
dogs would cruise in the re-
match, as they jumped to a 16-
lead after one quarter. But the.
Spartans wouldn't go away.

Richmond, which finishes the
year 16-10, cut its deficit to sev-
en points at halftime and was
closer than that at times in the
second half, but couldn’t make
the key run-that would put it
back on even terms.

Odessa’s Bulldogs got a big
offensive night from Oliver
Baker, who hit nine of 13 shots
from the field and four of five
free throws for 22 points. He
missed his only 3-point at-
tempt, handed out four assists
and made seven steals, accord-
ing to tourney statisticians, but
also was listed with nine
turnovers.

Having scouted the game,

Chillicothe coach Chad Snyder. .
Being? behind; -

toldeithe ©C-T, =

* Richmond ;ned Ao, préesgure:the:
ball and make'steals. When they:

didn't, (Baker) would look to
penetrate and if nobody came to
him, he'd-pull up and hit the 10-

+ or 12-footer in the lane. If they

did come to him, he'd dish off.
"We're going to haye to keep
him out of the paint."
Led by Baker's-hot hand, the
Bulldogs made nearly half of

‘their.shots from the field, but

take away his total and the rest
of the Odessa club was 13-0f-32
(41 percent). :

‘Joining Baker in double fig-
ures  was reserve Kyle Mec-
Carthy, whose 6-0f-6 shooting at

the foul line boosted him to 11 -

points. Norman Bass added
eight points and three other
Bulldogs tallied six.

"They're a lot like us," Snyder
said of the Bulldogs. "They

. don't have any one specific play-

er you have to concentrate on,

but they have several who can -

hurt you."

Richmond was led by-Willy
13 points. Reserve
Travis Miller added 11.

‘Richmond hurt itself a lot

‘with. 22 furnovers, six more

than Odessa had, but the Spar-
tans really worked the Bulldogs
over on the backboards, holding
a 35-24 rebounding edge :

"We'll have to control the

boards to win," CHS' Snyder

emphasized, "They really go
hard to the offensive glass, so
we'll have to make sure and put
a body on them and block out."

(B) Grain Valley 61, Oak Grove 40

The Eagles put up 20-point
quarters in each of the firat two

icothe boys
istrict semi

periods to lead 40-13 at inter.
mission, then coasted. . ‘

Deanny Pagel’s 20 points < oft
8-0f-12 shooting from the floor
~ led the Eagles to victory.
Pagel also collected n team-high
eight rebounds, according to-
tourney stats, and made three
steals, although he commltted
five turnovers. - :

Joining him in acormg in
twin figures were fellow -
gtarters Bobby Barrow, with 13,
and Tyler Stricklin, with 10.
Stricklin was credited with six
agsists and Barrow with three
blocked shots.

QOsak Grove, which concludes
play for 2001-02 with a 3-21
mark, was paced by Michael
Bakers 12 points and Brandon
Thompson's . 10. Grain Valley
limited the Panthers to 33 per-
cent shooting success and out-
boarded Oak Grove 40-28.

(B) Kearney 66, Excel. Spring; e

The favored Bulldogs. out-
scored the host ’I&gers by
points in each quarter in a less-
than- dommatmg, yet workman— -
like win. - :
, Kearney, beaten by Chﬂh- :
cothe in the semifinals of KHS' -
“Bulldog Classic” in early Janu-.
ary; shot only 44 percent from

‘the floor, but made 25 of 34 free
‘throws, outscoring Excelsior

Springs by. 19 peints, from the
Stripe.

Guard Tommy Saunders, :
generally ineffective in the ear-
lier lossto Chillicothe, popped
in a game-high 17 points and
tearnmate Matt Toomey had 16,
but both hit less than half of °
their shots, much as they d1d
against the Hornets. .

Joining that duo in double

digits were guard Brian Hast- -

ings, who tallied 14 points on 3-
of-4 field goal accuracy and 6-‘of-‘— 'V
6 free throw shooting, and Grant- .

Kohlstaedt, wha: nej‘.tei.l2 L).aw 12
.1 Trent. Johpson and: Spencéra -

"Wilking posted 12 points apiece.;
for Excelsior Springs, which ﬁn—
ishes 3-24. The Tigers shot only
34 percent on their home rims,
Kohlstaedt and Toomey were
noted for five steals each by
tournament stat keepers, while
the athletic 6-3 Toomey blocked
three stiots and pulled down.a
game-high nine boards. - ‘

3A DISTRICT 16 ROUNDUP

(B) 5] Lafayette 80, Savannah 38 . |

- The_second-seeded Flghtmg

r1sh (19:5) looked mighty im- -

pressive in routing the Savages.
Darryl Hughés joiried All::

.State guard Charlie McDonald

it scoring 20 points apiece to 3
lead Lafayette, which had eight-
3-pointers total from six d:ffero
ent players:

(B) Maryville 53, riaue Co.51

Maryville, the third-seeded -
defending district champ, will
take on Lafayette in the semifi-
nals, thanks to a reprieve pro-
vided by Ross Hullinger; who _

* hit the game-winner Jjust a,head

of the final buzzer, . - . -
That thwarted & Platte- Coun- )
ty comeback from a double-dlglt -

Dylen - Hurst = led - the
Spoothounds with 17 points,
with Hullinger getting 183, Zo
Riley of Platte County had 19,

(B) §) Benton 61, Smithville 45

The Cardmals w111 be. the
semifinal’ foe for No.'1 seed

“deficit in the second half,

. Cameron after. big men Martin

Rucker {21) and Jared Boone
(15) combined for 36 points in.
the win over Stmth'nlle Sl
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the hall's founder
pringtield gnd hall
pholograph Sunday. From.
oron Gherry, Pavl
Kehos, Bud L.ath-




